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The old Emperor and William used to take their meal alone
in the drawing-room which led out of his study. The dishes
were placed on a shaky old green baize card-tahle to which,
William I was greatly attached. The footman always
brought in a bottle of champagne with the joint. The
Emperor always drank two glasses of this as he talked, and
the grandson was allowed his share. When the Emperor
had finished his second glass, he rose, corked the bottle,
held it up against the light, took a pencil from his pocket
and marked the height of the remaining liquid across the
label.

In the middle of April, 1873, the Crown Princess was
pleased to receive at the hands of Hinzpeter the following
report: ' Prince William, is perfectly qualified for admission
into the Upper Third class of a gymnasium, while his know-
ledge of mathematics would do credit to a good scholar of
the Upper Third/ The report was signed by Hinzpeter,
Professor Ruble and three other professors of Joachimiscke
Gymnasium, Berlin. It was the result of an examination in
Greek, Latin, and mathematics which had begun at n a.m.
on April 2nd in the school-room at Kronprinzen Palace,
Berlin.

William attended the opera that night with his parents as

a reward for his prowess.   He did not fully appreciate why

his mother was so satisfied with him ; for it had not been

disclosed to him that the extent of his accomplishment in

the examination would decide whether or no he was ready to

acquit himself creditably at a gymnasium in the following

year.  It would also be the deciding factor, in all probability,

in persuading the old Emperor to consent to the attendance

of his grandson at such an institution. At first, as Fritz had

prophesied, Emperor William was shocked and angry at the

thought of William's receiving a public education.    His

obstinacy was a thing which at times tried even Bismarck to

despair.   But his daughter-in-law came to him herself.   He

had never liked her since the Danzig incident, for which he